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Green Infrastructure Strategy
We want our parks and greenspaces across BCP to encourage 
healthy living and wellbeing in our communities, strengthen 
resilience to climate change, support nature recovery and 
biodiversity, and support economic recovery and prosperity

Vision: Our ambition is to secure investment in the 
delivery of a multi-functional green infrastructure 
network, weaving together and enriching green and 
blue spaces throughout the city region. We call this 
our Green Net.



➢ Natural Capital report:

BCP parks receive an estimated 9.7m recreational
visits per year

Resulting in £231m pa in gross benefits to local
communities

£209m pa of which are health benefits

Average value of £20 per individual visit to a
green space

GI Evidence BaseGI Evidence Base



The Emerging 
Big Picture

Environment Act:

• BNG

• LNRS

BCP Local Plan – 2025

• Policy wording

• GI Strategy

• Urban Greening Guide

• Urban Forest Strategy

Opportunity

• Financing Nature

• Ward based action

• Investment Pipeline

• Strategic Partnerships

Scale:

Landscape Scale:

• Stour Valley

Wider Community 

and Connections:

• Littledown 

Greenway

Local Community:

• Parks 





The Pledge 



Nature Recovery - Green Heart Parks 
• 8 to 14 BCP Parks – TPF funding from 

National Lottery Heritage Fund, UKSPF 

and Public Health Dorset

• Designs and nature recovery plans drawn 

for each

• Varying levels of intervention

• Local consultation, Councillor and 

stakeholder engagement, volunteering & 

practical work to improve spaces for 

nature and people.



• Urban Community Park: densely populated area and/or
area of deprivation

• Minimum 3 hectares, playground and building

• Nature based activities

• Biodiversity improvements

• Community Engagement

• Community growing

• Community cafés

44% 

reduction 

in ASB 

since café 

opened. 

Which Parks?



• £375k project continuation from Future Parks funded 
by the National Lottery Heritage Fund 

• Nov 2022 – Sept 2024

BCP Council:

• have been deliver Green Infrastructure Strategy 
priorities through:

• Urban Greening Design Guide

• Enforcement instrument

• Strategic projects linked to GI 

• Further work on Green Finance

• Environmental Justice - inequity of access to 
urban green spaces and nature

• Website and corporate comms work 

Urban Greening – Beyond Parks



The Parks Foundation:

• deliver projects and pilots that enable 

communities to take practical action. 

• Work with Park Activators to deliver workshops 

ensuring urban greening practices are carried out.

• Connecting communities with nature 
• working with landowner 

• Planting 1.5km of hedgerow over the next year 

• We start planting over February Half Term in 3 

schools!!

Urban Greening – The great greenway hedge 



Best practice examples:-

• Swift boxes
• Swift Street, Christchurch 

• Screaming party

• Green roofs

• House Martin tower and pond 
• Hoburne, Christchurch

• Traffic calming planters 

• Sustainable drainage system SUDS
• Great example in the planning at Winton Rec

• Collecting water for growing

• Water capture 

• Flood prevention to Maxwell Road

Urban Greening – Swifts and Flood Prevention
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