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The Environment Act

The Environment Act 2021 introduced new statutory measures to support 
delivery of Government’s 25 Year vision and Environmental Improvement Plan 
– particularly to support creation of a Nature Recovery Network of 500,000Ha 

of new habitat in England.

Locally developed Local 
Nature Recovery 

Strategies for each 
area in England– plans 

for mapping and 
prioritising the 

approach to nature 
recovery in a local area.

A strengthened 
biodiversity duty on 

public bodies 
(strengthening the 

Natural Environment 
and Rural Communities 

Act 2006 duty), to 
conserve and enhance 
biodiversity and have 

regard for LNRSs.

A mandatory and 
measurable 10% 

Biodiversity Net Gain in 
for developments, 

requiring submission of 
a ‘biodiversity gain plan’ 

by applicants and 
maintenance for 30 

years.



Our LNRS will be a blueprint for a Dorset Nature Recovery Network, defining 
how and where we can best protect and enhance nature locally. It will:

Include maps of our most valuable 
areas and the best opportunities 

areas to enhance it further.
Define our local priorities.

What is an LNRS?

Support biodiversity and wider co-
benefits through nature-based 

solutions (e.g. climate mitigation and 
adaptation)

Interface with key delivery 
mechanisms like Planning and BNG, 
agri-environment funding, and other 

public and private investment.



Existing Strategy and Policy

BCP Climate and 
Ecological Emergency 
Action Plan

Dorset Council Climate 
and Ecological 
Emergency Strategy

BCP Green 
Infrastructure 
Strategy

Dorset Council 
Biodiversity Appraisal 

Protocol

Dorset LNP Vision 
and Strategy



Existing Strategy and Policy



Current Ecological Network Maps



Lots of activity already underway

Dorset Peat 
Partnership 

discovery on 16 sites
Verge and amenity 
space management 
like cut and collectCreation of National 

Nature Reserve at 
Purbeck Heath

Land acquired for 
new reserve near 

Blandford

Dorset Wild Rivers 
Project

Farming in Protected 
Landscapes

Purbeck Heaths 
Wilder Grazing Unit

River Asker 
Project

Beaver 
Reintroductions

Studland eco-
moorings project

Natural Choices and 
Stepping into Nature



Next steps

Dorset Council is the lead 
‘Responsible Authority’, working 

closely with BCP

Regulations and statutory guidance 
due for release imminently

Receipt of grant funding
Recruitment of Local Nature 

Recovery Officer

Shared learning networks, webinars, 
training and data offer

Establishing governance and 
planning engagement



What we did in Cornwall: Process



What we did in Cornwall: Aims



What we did in Cornwall: Key Stakeholders



What we did in Cornwall: Input framework



What we did in Cornwall: Engagement plan



What we did in Cornwall: Engagement plan



What we did in Cornwall: Result

~700 local stakeholders inputted, through:
▪ A general public workshop at the 2020 LNP annual 

conference 
▪ 2 farmer workshops on ELMS and nature recovery, hosted 

by the Cornwall AONB
▪ 8 workshops for strategic partnership groups
▪ Tools for self-facilitated workshops by teams (e.g. NE area 

team and AONBs)
▪ A ‘longlisting’ survey
▪ A prioritisation survey
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