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Vision: Our ambition is to secure 
investment in the delivery of a multi-
functional green infrastructure 
network, weaving together and 
enriching green and blue spaces 
throughout the city region. We call 
this our Green Net.

BCP Projects page for 
background on our 
Future Parks project:
Future Parks project -
BCP Projects

https://bcpprojects.net/future-parks/


➢ Natural Capital report:

BCP parks receive an estimated 9.7m recreational
visits per year

Resulting in £231m pa in gross benefits to local
communities

£209m pa of which are health benefits

Average value of £20 per individual visit to a
green space

GI Evidence Base



• Adopted at BCP Cabinet - part of supporting evidence for BCP Local 
Plan (2024). Available: Green Infrastructure Strategy (bcpcouncil.gov.uk)

• Strong platform for funding bids, advocating and championing, 
future green space development work and policy.

• Public engagement: Green Infrastructure Strategy: 
https://haveyoursay.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/green-strategy

• Urban Greening and Design Code; coaches in the community 
delivered with The Parks Foundation. Oct 2022 – Jan 2024.

• Embedding with Biodiversity Net Gain delivery policies

• Setting a GI delivery plan and priority work setting for green spaces. 

Hunger Hill, Poole

Bournemouth

https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/Leisure-culture-and-local-heritage/Parks-and-open-spaces/Green-Infrastructure-Strategy.aspx
https://haveyoursay.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/green-strategy


Stour Valley Park Partnership



The Parks Foundation - Pilot Parks & Nature recovery

Developed into Nature Recovery project in 2022 working across 
11 parks with 4 Parks Activators with an experienced landscaper



The Parks Foundation - Nature Recovery Project

• 8 BCP Parks – TPF Funding from National Lottery Heritage Fund
• Designs and nature recovery plans drawn for each
• Varying levels of intervention
• Local consultation, Councillor and stakeholder engagement, 

volunteering & practical work to improve spaces for nature.



The Parks Foundation - Nature Recovery Project





Tree & Woodland Strategy – in production

• The Council is preparing a Tree and Woodland Strategy to provide a clear 
direction for the future management of all trees in Bournemouth, 
Christchurch and Poole (BCP). 

• Have Your Say - https://haveyoursay.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/trees-woods

• Your feedback will help inform the vision, priorities and actions featured in 
the forthcoming Tree and Woodland Strategy. Closes 5th Dec.

https://haveyoursay.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/trees-woods


• Biodiversity Net Gain - aims to leave biodiversity in a 
measurably better state than before.

• Natural Capital, Habitat Banking and Green Finance –
has investors and tens of £m available to invest in 
environmental schemes. We are working with 
National Lottery Heritage Fund, National Trust and 
partners to understand how and where we can access 
this investment. 

• Natural Environment Investment Readiness Fund –
Future Parks team (NLHF and NT) creating a National 
Urban Nature Fund – BCP part of cohort,.

Green finance and natural capital accounting
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NetZero 

Mitigation

Net Zero 

Corporate

Consolidate 

renewable energy 

and energy 

efficiency into 

Energy Partnership

Net Zero 

Services

Integrate climate 

mitigation 

roadmaps into service 

redesign. Support 

Service Areas with 

specialist input.

Net Zero 

Region

Integrate climate and 

ecology into Local 

Plan, Big Plan. 

Collaborate to enable 

net zero homes and 

businesses.

Climate Safe 

Adaptation

Corporate 

Adaptation

Ensure the corporate 

estate and assets are 

protected from 

predicted climate 

change

Adapt 

Services

Ensure Service 

Area continuity and 

resilience through 

service plans, risk 

registers and 

service redesign.

Adapt Region

Ensure vulnerable 

receptors are 

protected to 2.4oC [or 

4oC?] through 

adequate adaptation 

measures

Ecological 

Restoration

Corporate 

Restoration

Ensure our 

corporate estate 

and services are 

contributing 

towards restoration

Restore Local

Remove stressors, 

restore and 

enhance habitats 

and local 

ecosystems through 

service redesign.

Restore Global

Stop contributing to 

harm through our 

purchasing and 

investments; 

contribute to global  

restoration & 

recovery

Climate & Ecology Action Programme: mission statements



Climate Service Plan Priorities 2022/23

Ensure sustainability 

underpins all of our policies 

and practices:

• Develop a sustainability 

strategy with targets by 

2023

• Big Plan, the Local Plan, 

Asset Management Plans 

underpinned by 

sustainability 

Tackle the climate and ecological emergency:

• Develop a local climate change risk assessment and adaptation 

plan by 2023

• Develop a strategic energy partnership to help achieve 2030 and 

2050 targets

• Define the ecological emergency and set targets by 2022

• Develop a renewable energy and energy efficiency capital works 

programme for council buildings and estates

• Develop a finance options package for residents and businesses 

to decarbonise homes and buildings by 2023

• Ensure we realise opportunities to catalyse low carbon 

developments through the Local Plan and Big Plan



• Thanks for your time

• If you would like any further 
information on any of these 
subjects please just ask

Martin.whitchurch@bcpcouncil.gov.uk

mailto:Martin.whitchurch@bcpcouncil.gov.uk

