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CORNWALL NATURE RECOVERY STRATEGY EX EC UTIVE SU M MARY
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Work in partnership with one and all to deliver more, .-“." wy “ ---50 that 30% of our land and seas are
bigger, better and more joined up natural habitats... VISION & PRINCIPLES well managed for nature by 2030.
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R v LBNATURE RECOVERY STRATEGY

Nature recovery is about enhancing
and protecting our best nature-rich
sites, and creating and restoring

new sites where there is opportunity.
This can have a range of ecological,
economic and social benefits...

THE ECOLOGICAL
BENEFITS

Protecting rare and
threatened spedcies and
hatutats

Nature-based solutons to
mitigate our amissons
and tahckle cuimats change

WETLAND RECOVERY (p31)

OLD MINE &
GUARRY
RECOVERY (p49)

GRASSLAND RECOVERY (p39)

-~
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diversity of witol
green spaces for
eCosystems
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restored S0 th
hazxards, disease
remaltn within safe

Food webs arw rebullt so
that people, plants and
animals thrive

MARINE RECOVERY (o.':a

Natural Cycles are
repaired to ur
water and soil qu

COASTAL RECOVERY (p4d)

WOODLAND RECOVERY (p23)

NATURE-FRIENDLY
FARMING (pal1)

HEATHLAND RECOVERY (p3s)

HEDGE & EDGE
RECOVERY (n45)

URBAN GREEN
SPALE (pa7)

WATERCOURSE RECOVERY (p37)

THE ECONOMIC
BENEFITS
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A network of wetlands, watercourses and
estuanes from the Red River to the Fal atso
Y an te link ty Land and

NATU RE IN sea. Often arising high on the moortand as fast
CORNWALL 13% i ey oo R b e ookt

riety edbed, willow . marsh,
Cormwall is almost an island - a peninsula of Co i of high :.M:M! -::naem mnd
extending out into the Atlantic, and OVER 40 et value (o Site nabitats, Diverse wetlands of grasses, fens.,
distinguished from the rest of the country by of Sclentific Interest mosses and rushes also host many birds and
the river Tamar to the east. R T - or County Wildlite vital m?ect soec:‘s: from red damseifly to the
Site) marsh fritillary butterfly.

Narth Cornwall has a more open character;
with high exposed cliffs, a general Lack of tree
cover. and more rugged wind-swept terrain -
and distinctive culm grassiand in the east. The
Camel Gannel and Hayle rivers bear ever-
shifting sandbanks at their mouths. And North
Cornwall's rich mosaic of semi-natural habitats
IS home to iconic species such as seals, bats,
otters, cirl bunting, Plymouth pear and shore
dock.

e Cumate of coo s 99%
Strong saity winas ) bt
a varied geolo trew cover, Including 2% of
fn vh'i'..’ NNt woodiand cover

’ 3 registered parks
ung 350,000 hecta - and gardens
the tide), ar The south of Cornwall exhibits maore gentty
e, intertidat an rar rolling scenery, gentier cliffs, and deep
to sea Cornwall b . N estuarine habitats or drowned valleys rivers -
ory from rugge with many steep rias home to broadicaved
woodland and rich wetlands. Tts milder cimatse
OVER 1= alzo marked by Large, lush gardens with
650KM often frost-tender plants in its sheltered inlets.
! c Mineral rich. Cornwall’s long history of mining
| Benefits from ve i5 torms ¢ atuto i - means that we also enjoy many important
ental ¢ ot and and 2 O ’ ° habitats within post-industrial sites too. These
r Cornwall and Tamar V Areas o - nature-rich former mines and quarries are not
ding Natural Beauty (AONS) cover around § ¢ G Just lmponaﬂtmolour heritage, but also
3 of out _,.,UL._,,,,.,- with Cornwall i P i hotbeds of evolution as species mutate to

Sections, and Tamar Valley AD : = flourish in their metal-rich habitats - and home
a large part of aur border w Devon “ to distinctive Uverworts, harmworts and mosses.

17 The value for nature of less natural spaces for
Special Soecid of

. ¢ A wildUfe IS also witn d in the p
5 of land 1 ) Areans of Pfot-um urban ‘green infrastructure’ like our parks and
habitats Uke Conservation wildflower-rich verges. Comwall also retains an
man-made features abundance of historical features intertwined
with the natural landscape, including parks
such as Caerhays and Lanhydrock. Similarty, its
~ 193 irregular medieval field patterns still define the
" \ 5 St : Sefin o o of Camish hedges ~ a green network
ork of natural ghiways that define sites of specisl o s
Rifc bkt that s al:-ven for insects, birgs and small

hedg

variety of featur

1 terrain Ung :4: " 20 Oooha mrmrmwm:\':owseaoeamusom

outcrops, and oo ok B;,Stg.lw
LHng o Lid u‘ l*,
by-a s ity These waters host a rich mix of habitats like
coastal fringe of exter > Unim S d anag metalifercus habitats seagrass and kelp beds. It is also home to

cliffs. clyr

Council

diverse species - from large migratory fish and
shellfish, to seafans, jellyfish, seahorses,
basking sharks, molluscs and large mammals
lke dolphins. Our ancient maert beds are also
the Cornish equivalent of a coral reef.
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CORNWALL NATURE RECOVERY STRATEGY

THE STATE
OF NATURE

Nature in Cornwall is not as healthy as it
seams, with many areas a green desert
with lttle value for wildlife. Cornwall's
first State of Nature report (Appendix 1)
highlights key trends for our species
and habitats within a generation. It uses
data collected by our incredible network
of citizen scientists.

The report finds that Cornwall mirrors
national trends - with habitat
fragmentation or loss causing a decline in
the number and extent of species. This
decline could accelerate further without

tackling pressures, including climate
change.

The ‘nchest’ sites for wildlife are too few,
too small. too degraded and too
disconnected. This includes West Penwith,
the Lizard, parts of the north and south

coast, the clay pits regions, Bodmin Moor,
the area around Bude and northern

Cornwall, and the Rame Peninsula.

naaiy Estimated change in distribution of

of pri in Cornwall

LY,

mvmeeribod growt : tively

3 . . r
41 : i 1' .L" ity
dechine o species “
=

since

j 3 O/ x
/ “ of species are threatened
O with extinction in the

UK. of 8431 as !

international ¢

average dechu unclance
for indicator spe the
since 1970

for halting biodiver |(»
loss were met in 2020

Nearly
half - half

of terrestrial mammals are= of breeding birds have
found in fewsr p s in declined in Cornwall
Comwall® since th te BOs since the |ate BOs

o dedine in farmiand bird
/ species in Cornwall
o {(1994-2019)

oS SREATEST Three faifths

IN THE UK ARE

o T T T T i of butterflies are found in fewer
1990 2000 2010 2020 places orniwall since the late BOs
Each new generation perceives

the situation in which they were

ere entangled with of hedgerow and Cornish hedge
show information from a relatively marine litter in 20192 in Cormwall bas been lost in Cormwall
Llimited time-span.
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CORNWALL NATURE RECOVERY STRATEGY ——

CORNWALL'’S VIEWS
ON NATURE RECOVERY

In the engagement on ‘The Cornwall We Want’ in 2020, one of the most
common themes was “A cleaner, greener Cornwall with more space for nature’
- and many saw tackling climate change and protecting the environment as
their number one priority for the future.

I CARE MOST ABOUT NATURE BECAUSE...

j

it is important for tackling climate change

it has its own intrinsic value

it protects Cornwall from natural hazards lUke flooding
and pollution

itis im ~tant for our mental health and wellbsing

it i ;artant for Cornwall's heritage and sense of

:

Around 700 residents also engaged with us in late 2020 through our
nature recovery surveys and workshops, including individuals, farmers,
other businesses and organisations. The survey told us that...

97 %

are cancerned about
the future state of

S\ tant for our physical health and keeping
active
It is beaut
it provides Cornwall with goods and services (e.q. food

- { . d raw materials)

it is important for education and skills
it 1s important for Cornwall's jo nd businesses
matters to me spiritually

| ST

are concerned about
the current state of

15310 0] 358UDIH PEAURY w——

: o

AN

7 s
I
y

nature in cornwall nature in cornwall

d like nature in
Cornwall to be...

VIEWS ON WHAT WE NEEDTO DO TO
BEST IMPROVE NATURE LOCALLY?

X More ned u K
oy o1 EREICECIP . e
More farmiand ; prote g fundamental
better manage varied, importance in a
for nature S s unspoilt resilient and
. o ‘ successful Cornwall
o, More pr |
t | €€ wider, more
Mcirg marine < m’b.l" llw,'we’. and
o Rourishing tess
More space for nature m:zfya"mnd gm"
in new developments &
infrastructure | Itimand it's
More coasts & more abundant portance if -
* | everywh Not something
caches better m ere
:\an:v;;eu !J: nature o o i that exists "over
More urban llAttmmft | Mcr!,or:)ntho
green spaces f st 'y 4 Val. outside” but is
of strategy, ued, v Fillgan
policy and conserved, vited in, gawueu
action better m”"“- b
protected, rich AV TAEOSCR
& diverse.

People who agreed or strongly
agreed that nature has been
important for...
Physical
wellbeing

96% 94%

According to Cornwall Wildlife
Trust’'s July 2020 Nature In
Lockdown Survey

Mental
wellbeing

Helping nature and
wildlife to thrive was
the most popular
answer to our online
climate change
survey in 2019 on

how Cornwall Council
could help Cornwall
become carbon
neutral

! Dorset
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CORNWALL NATURE RECOVERY STRATEGY

CORNWALL’S NATURE
NETWORK

This section outlines a range of broad opportunities
to make nature bigger, better and more joined up.
These are opportunities that all of us can contribute
o - including our land managers, farmers,
communities and public bodies. We have
distinguished two broad measures that can be
undertaken for each opportunity - to ‘Enhance &
Protect’ or ‘Create & Restore'. We already have a

network of nature-rich sites that we need to enhance

and protect as a springboard for wider recovery. But
we need to go further in creating and restaoring more
sites, extending them and connecting them with
corridors to reverse the local decline In nature.

Our prototype mapping system Lagas (Cornish for
‘eye’) was developed In partnership with the University
of Exeter, It identifies existing and gpportunity areas
for same of the major habitat types. The next iteration
will cover more prionty opportunities as we work
towards our adoption of the stratogy

The maps identify areas to create or res € habitat
that will deliver the greatest Diodiversity and

osystem service benelfits. There will be a palette of
t places, 0 the maps are just a
Creating the

options for mc
starting point r er than a prescription
right habitat in the rght place ulitimately requires site
Specific assesasment and Steer from landowners

CREATE &
RESTORE
THE REST

ENHANCE &
PROTECT THE
BEST

The best areas

to extend and

connect with
corridors

Improve and
»erve our
it nature
twork
Up to 15% of
Cornwall’s Land
area (prototype)

25% of
Cornwall's tand
area

..
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& 'IOUR .',

ONE i"wroa

em-'(mnmeq

Nature

PWE recovery can

NATURE
RECOVERY
NETWORK

happen
anywhere -
not just the
core network

The other 60%
of Cornwall's
tand area and
opportunities

at sea

Nature mcovery]lﬂo’cts should aim to satisfy the following principles:

4 "'V

hdl

MAXIMISE MULTIPLE BENEFITS
Deliver nature-based solutions for wider benefits, to enabile landscapes to be well

natural habitats -

/

CORNWALL'S NATURE RECOVERY AMBITION

We want to work in partnership with one and all playing a

role to deliver more, bigger, better and more joined up
so that at least 30% of our tand & seas

are well managed or left for nature by 2030.

sﬂ NCTIONING ECOSYSTEMS
and —ir g mab for rivers to

m and cﬁ”ﬁ evolve, and reducing inputs of pou.utam
REWILD

FEai

g -’CONSERVE &

rotect our most valuable places and buffer them as & springboard for recovery,
an__d'mkhr a mix of approaches spanning the spectrum from sustained active
{ m_-bemenl to unmanaged natural regeneration of wilder sites,

>

“WIDER AND WILDER CORRIDORS
iﬂ”‘q‘r habitats less fragmented with a continuous network of green and blue
& stepping stones that to and migrate.

"&DYNAMIC PATCHWORK WITH BLURRY BOUNDARIES

Qeate edges, diverse structure and a patchwork system of habitats: and enable
scruffy transitional boundaries like scrub between them that can shift and adapt.

Ensure that created and restored habitats occupy the most cimate resilient and
ecologically suitable sites, and they aren't to the detriment of other quality
habitats or species.

BRING SPECIES BACK FROM THE BRINK

Consider the reintroduction of keystone species lost to Cornwall, and enable at
risk species which can flourish to be more abundant and less disturbed — with
patchworks of that si rt their whole lUfecycle.

TH!NK AT SCALE AND LONG-TERM
= and opportunities
collaborate, and plan to enable long-term stewardship for permanent change and
effective monitoring (including through citizen scientists).

N s THE RIGHT HABITAT IN THE RIGHT PLACE

the site, seck opportunities to

managed or left to naturally draw down carbon, improve water and soil quality, Umit
flood and pollution risks, and serve wider health & wellbeing outcomes,

BUILD WITH NATURE IN MIND

Integrate nature into the built environment, including green mfrasuucture and
® to

sustainable drainage mat s sustained long-term — and P
naturally adapt to a changing cl te alongside settlements,

ENABLE FARMER & LANDOWNER CHOICE

Empower farmers & landowners to make informed choices based on their
circumstances and site-specific assessments with a palette of evidence-based

options.
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ENHANCE & PROTECT THE BEST:
LOCAL HABITAT MAP ZONE 1: OUR EXISTING
NATURE NETWORK OF PROTECTED SITES AND

OTHER HIGH VALUE SITES.

- Statutory Protected Area

- Wildlife Trust Reserves

County Wildlife Sites

- Other Nature N k Areas

- Areas of Outstanding
Natural Beauty

Click to explore
the map at
www.lagas.co.uk

Dorset

Council

This o shows o

nature e . IUmdlude
cuUrtontly beng ! fram st
D won (Sites of cial Sc tItiG

nst, Special Prot on Areas
S¢ Areas of Con stion, locat
&n ! nature re s), and the
best ast for sre that is
lacking L )

Statutory pro uons cover the
largest area, including 137 SSSis
cavering 6% of Cornwall (~21.146
ha). There are also 505 County
wWildlife Sites, covering aimost 10%
af Cornwall (-33,000ha)

A further breakdown of the ares by
habitats is available in the State of
Nature report In Appendis 3

CREATE & RESTORE THE REST:
LOCAL HABITAT MAP ZONE 2: PROTOTYPE
NATURE RECOVERY OPPORTUNITY AREAS
THAT COULD EXTEND THE CURRENT
NETWORK AND JOIN IT UP WITH CORRIDORS.

Click to explor«

map at

6 This map displays strategic

opportunity areas over 1ha sultable
for hahitat restoration or creation
(for woodland, wetiand and lowland
heath) along with other corridar-
creation opportunities for Unking-up
nigh value areas

Opportunibies are not exclusive. For
example, wetiand opportunities may
Iincluge wet woodiand and wet
heathiand habitats. Choices shoula
M50 consider opportunity coss
compared to alternative land uses,

Agaitional ocpportunities will be
asdded o thes prototype Lo include
further agreed nature recovery
priorities in the next iteration of the
OPPOTTuNity Mmap




IRNWALL NATURE RECOVERY STRATEGY

RECOVERY BEYOND THE NETWORK: RECOVERY BEYOND THE NETWORK:
LOCAL HABITAT MAP ZONE 3: WIDER NATURE e MARINE PROTECTED AREAS
RECOVERY OPPORTUNITIES IN THE REST OF . B
CORNWALL

Highest 10% j

Marine Conservation Zone
(Tranche 1)

Marine Conservation Zone
10-20% (Tranche 2)
Marine Conservation Zone
20-30% (Tranche 3) N

- ————

Click to explore
The map at
www. lagas.co.uk

m
relative val
arcording to
rSity an
O & Y puty
like Nic Mectios
carbon o e

Nature rec y can take
'ace am e - all of
e ~ould be
Lo mprove
na s delivery of pubiic
goous and services.
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HEATHLAND

Heathiand occupies mooriand and
coastal areas of open uncultivated
fand and infertile soil This is ideal
for heathland plants
(predominantly heasther), wihuch
SUppPort many distinctive plants
reptites, birds, lichens and Insects
But heathiand has been
fragmented due to converson to
other land uses or natural
encroachment by woodiand or
grassiand: and heathland species,
especially breeding birds, are
vulnerable o recreational 1.
disturbance.

Cornwall hosts extensive B
heathland, which infuses our
mooriand and coastal fringe with
colour. The largely treeiess
character of open landscapes In
areas like the Lizard, West
Perwith, Bodmin Moor and our
coastal fringe yields acidic and
low fertility soils, especially in our
mantme cumate. It atso
commonly characterises the
stunning landscapes of our old
miting and quarrty sites, There s
an opportunity o restore and
defragment our heathiand to
SUPPOT a greater abundance of
species.

FOR THIS WE NEED TO...

Our heathland is restored,
resillent and connected -
supporting & greater
abundance of species and
teeming with pollinators.

Conserve, restore and connect

fragmented heathland. Highest sultability

THIS WILL
SUPPORT THE
RECOVERY OF

Boost the biodiversitly of specialist

heathland plant and animal species and Good sultabllity
their ability for climate-resilient
migration, especiaily to suppart rare and Medium suitability

at-risk birds, reptiles, and
Existing heathland

Manage the tandscape mosaic of

habitats, with space for natural

regeneration but Umiting excessive

scrub, bracken, exotic plant and forestry f
encroachment in established sites.

Pre-emptively imit threats such as
wildfires and atmospheric pollutants

Click to explore
the map at
www.lagas.co.uk

WIDER BENEFITS:

o

Polluination

Ao

-

Mealth &
wellbemg

Erosion
control

EXAMPLE ACTIONS

This might be achieved through a mix of approaches,

including, but not limited to:

= Large-scale restoration, including at old mine or
quarry sites

= Further jJoining up and conserving the connectedness
of the coastal fringe

- Creating space for heathland to expand inland

+ Seasonally limit access to sites identified as important
for breeding birds

= Pollinator-focused projects

+ Projects to increase specles abundance or support
threatened species that can thrive.

= Grazing management, including on moortand and
coastal areas.

= Naturalistic grazing, such as through the
reintroduction of wild or semi-wild herbivores (e.g.
cattle, Exmoor Ponies, or Bison)

Where can you take action?

Our map shows the best opportunity areas. There will be a
palette of options for most places, so these maps are a guide
— not prescripbions. Creating the right habitat in the nght
place ultimately requires site-specific assessment for what
works best on your land 36
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PUBLIC BODIES
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LNRS — a process for engagement, an opportunity to frame intent and accelerate

delivery
*Engagement — public, landowners, CORNWALL
stakeholders
*Baseline and evidence NATURE
*Clear priorities RECOVERY

*Clear targets

STRATEGY,

*Focus on strategic enabling actions e Rt
Biodiversity Priorities AR \ )

*Spatial considerations
*Landscapes and species
*Urban and rural
*Marine included
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