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Ecological Networks – what are they for?

• Climate and ecological emergency

• The Lawton Review in 2010 concluded that our wildlife 
sites are generally too small and too isolated; we do not 
have a resilient ecological network that could respond to 
the challenges of climate change and other pressures

• What we need are more sites, bigger sites, better sites 
and more joined up

Dorset Ecological Networks mapping is a way to represent 
our current resource and help find a way forward.



















Summary

▪ Mainly desktop exercise focused on sites and habitats 

▪ There is a lot of data behind the final map

▪ There is a ‘third layer’ - some biodiversity potential in most places

▪ Ecological Networks are publicly available on Dorset Explorer

▪ Networks provided to local authorities and conservation organisations

▪ The maps will continue to be amended and updated
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