
‘Win’ning the Allen



Location

Map by Pepperpot studios



River Allen

• Chalk stream, approximately 21km long. Rises at Wyke Farm and flows to Monkton-Up-

Wimborne to Wimborne Minster where it joins river Stour

• Originally called “River Win” (bourne = small stream) hence Wimborne – changed in 16th 

century to River Allen.

• Sits almost entirely in the Cranborne Chase Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), 

however not designated unlike Avon or Frome

• 2 main tributaries: Crichel and Gussage

• 24 mills were built along the Allen between 13th-15th century. This resulted in many 

interventions and straightened sections.



In 1598 Michael Drayton (1563-1631) characterized the River Allen in 

his tremendously famous Poly-Olbion:

Betwixt her fishful banks, then forward she doth scour; 

Until she lastly reach clear ALEN in her race; 

Which calmly cometh down from her mother CHASE,

Of Cranburn that is call’d; who greatly joys to see a rivulet born of her,

For STOUR’S should reckon’d be,

Of that renoun’d flood, a favorite highly grac’d.

Whilst CRANBURN, for her child so fortunately plac’d,

A Source of Inspiration



Wildlife Rich Habitat

• Chalk streams are internationally recognised as rare and valuable 

habitats, with 85% of the world’s chalk streams occurring in 

England. 

• An exciting recent discovery in a 30 ha block of semi-natural wet 

fen-type habitat along the banks of the river Allen has attracted an 

important breeding assemblage of wetland birds, including:

breeding common crane (with at least three young successfully 

fledged in recent years), two pairs of marsh harrier (six fledged 

young in 2022), water rail, lapwing, snipe, garganey, grasshopper 

warbler and a high density of breeding cuckoos. 

• Winter records suggest it is an important wintering habitat for 

Snipe, and this is now a regular wintering site for a female White-

tailed Eagle from the Isle of Wight re-introduction project. 



• 1946: Water abstraction went from 1.5 million gallons per day (mgd) to 5.5mgd 

in 1969 at Stanbridge Pumping station

• 1972: River Allen Association (RAA) was formed by landowners concerned by 

impact on river by abstraction

• 1977: License allowed up to a max 10 mgd, but created minimum flows at 

Loverley Mill

• 1985: Three major compensation sources developed at winterbourne: Wyke 

Down, Stanbridge and Gussage

• 2024: Collaboration with South West Water and River Allen CIC to focus on river 

resilience through new LR project

History of Abstraction

The Field September 1990



River Allen CIC 
The community interest company has been set-up to administer the landscape recovery 

project development phase, to ensure the river is protected for future generations by 

creating thriving, interconnected habitats with a multitude of biodiversity and ecosystem 

improvements. The aim is to do this through collaborative action with the community, 

private companies, and key environmental stakeholders to create an exemplar site at a sub-

catchment scale for conservation, wildlife, sustainability, and education. 



Who?

Landowners and key stakeholders who live along the length of the river Allen 

who are passionate about safeguarding this rare chalk stream and landscape 

that is home to a huge variety of rare wildlife and heritage that is under threat. 



Why Landscape Recovery?

• Unique opportunity at sub-catchment recovery at a genuine landscape scale

• Environmentally rich and rare chalk landscape and historically important

• Brings together landowners towards shared vision

• Acts as a bridge between New Forest, Cranborne Chase and Purbeck

• Unlocks funding



Project Priorities

• River System and Hydrology 

• Water Quality 

• Habitat Restoration and Management 

• Biodiversity 

• Thriving Communities 



Habitat Restoration and 
Management

Habitats will be enhanced/restored/created/managed to provide a connected landscape along the 

whole 21 km stretch of the river Allen. These are either Habitats of Principal Importance or Wildlife-

Rich Habitats:

• Chalk Streams

• Floodplain Wetland Mosaics, Ponds & Lakes, and Wet Woodland

• Species-rich Grassland – including Calcareous Grassland

• Broadleaved, mixed and Yew Woodland, Wood Pasture and Scrub



Biodiversity

We aim to create a completely wild river, free from stocking, allowing the native brown trout and Atlantic

salmon populations to prosper, as well as looking at projects to restore populations of species such as the

white-clawed crayfish and European eel that have sadly been lost in recent times. We are keen to explore

ways of classifying the Allen as a Wild Fish Protection Zone (WFPZ).

The planned actions aim to deliver multi-functional land management combining ‘land sharing’ and ‘land

sparing’ approaches (i.e., integrating biodiversity actions within wildlife-friendly agricultural landscapes

vs. sustainable intensification), allowing greater land for natural habitats.



‘Win’ning the Allen

Protected Sites

This project will revert marginal arable land into grassland around the SSSI unit, buffering it 

more effectively from external pressures and creating more habitats for biodiversity. 

• Pentridge Down SSSI: Ackling Dyke, Bronze Age barrows and the Dorset Cursus.

• Knowlton Church and Earthworks

• 11 scheduled Monuments: neolithic and bronze age

• 10 Sites of Nature Conservation Interest (SNCIs)



Thriving Communities

• Formalise access to river where it is responsible to do so

• Work with local communities to put the River Allen in hearts and minds 

• Inspire a love of nature, heritage, and the outdoors 

• Work towards a net zero visitor hub 



Illustration: Shamus Pitts



We Are Hiring!

• Project Manager

• Ecology Officer

• Project Administrator

Applications by 15/2/24

Email: riverallenlr@stgilesestate.com 











Thank you
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