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A Source of Inspiration

In 1598 Michael Drayton (1563-1631) characterized the River Allen in

his tremendously famous Poly-Olbion:

Betwixt her fishful banks, then forward she doth scour;
Until she lastly reach clear ALEN in her race;
Which calmly cometh down from her mother CHASE,

e 3
Of Cranburn that is call’'d; who greatly joys to see a rivulet born of her,

For STOUR’S should reckon’d be,
Of that renoun’d flood, a favorite highly gracd.

Whilst CRANBURN, for her child so fortunately plac’d,




Wildlife Rich Habitat

e Chalk streams are internationally recognised as rare and valuable
habitats, with 85% of the world’s chalk streams occurring in

England:

* An exciting recent discovery in a 30 ha block of semi-natural wet
fen-type habitat along the banks of the river Allen has attracted an

important breeding assemblage of wetland birds, including:

breeding common crane (with at least three young successfully
fledged in recent years), two pairs of marsh harrier (six fledged
young in 2022), water rail, lapwing, snipe, garganey, grasshopper

warbler and a high density of breeding cuckoos.

e Winter records suggest it is an important wintering habitat for
Snipe, and this is now a regular wintering site for a female White-

tailed Eagle from the Isle of Wight re-introduction project.




History of Abstraction

» 1946: Water abstraction went from 1.5 million gallons per day (mgd) to 5.5mgd

in 1969 at Stanbridge Pumping station

 f’. ; 1972: River Allen Association (RAA) was formed by landowners concerned by

v ',"ir'npact’on. river by abst‘rac‘cion ‘

-f {1977: License allowed up to a max 10 mgd, but created minimum flows at

| Loverley Mill

I 1985: "I";hfee,major compensation sources developed at winterbourne: Wyke

Down, Stanbridge and Gussage

»2024: Collaboration with South West Water and River Allen CIC to focus on river

resilience through new LR project

N the Sumencer number Jack Hargreaves wroe of the sad smate

ofthe Allen and Dabxchick, as usual champloniag the cause

of a river denr 10 him, brosght accusstions of Goversesernt pro-

cratmanon, Thete anmscles may together give the impression that

nodkieg is being Sone for the river cither s local or national level

It is important 1o ouline the crcumstances leading wp o the
prevent sacry wtustion

A small abstracsionof LS million gallons por day Mrom the river was

fiewt Dicensed as Jong ago s 144, bet by 1963 the Bowrnemouth and

Districy Waer Company, which bought out the waer soderaking held

by Wimborne and Cranborne Rural District Council in 1959, was ob

A mpd and the tiver appeared (o be Mourishing. How-

ew hoence was

over, In
granted mcreasing the guantity
that could be abstyacied at Stan
bridgeMill1o 5.5 mpd Theeffect
on the river seemed immedinte
im 1972 1he River Allen As
oziation, comprising 38 the ri
pacian owners along the river but
exceptson of those along
A thort lemgth of river Nowing
theough Wimborse self), was
formed with ropessentatives from
all the fisheries, almost spon-
tancously, (o combet the damage
which they foresaw

During the pext fow yeurs ‘be-
cause the effects of the increased
ad 1 appeared 1o be grewer
than anticipated’ (o quote from
the Wessex Licence Review dated
1543, theee major compensation
sources were developed. The ‘new’
waler came from sources (n the
chalk dlongside the winterborne
stream beds that wouid normally
beeak and fill only during the win
et These sonaces were developed
om the basts of sciemtific findings
and models prepased by Wessex
Water, then both the giver and
poocector of Licences, on the ssien.
tial peemive that there was phenty
of water in the aquifer for both
supply and comgpeniation

The overall pere
tiom bad been grad
undes the 19771
mum of 10 milioa gallons a day,
although otal volume licessed for public rupply wis not saken up
| the mid-"80s bocause of a sympathet ic approach by the Bowrne.
h Waier Company, which continued to add compensstion weter
from Stanheldyge pumpiag station into the river for a sember of years

e Suabeidge Mill pumping station, which 1akes waser from four
doep borehodes, (s abost halfway down the river's courve and joss than
100 yards from the river i, so thas the Allen Nows nearly across
the diameter of the cone of depresiioa formed by the pysoping station,
In addition the river ks perched for much of ias length, as land drains
laid 0 the laat century, and still in wse, pess under it in many places
and dischacge their water farther down the valley at & lower lovel. A
lowering of the water tabie there fose causes 2 1ubstanclal loss of waser
throegh the posous river bed

From its formation, the Allen Association bas malacained (hat the
pumpang of compeniation water from diverse sources in basically the
vame squafer, which had shown signs of stress theough an unexpected
widcmng of the cone of depeession soon afeer pumping ries incocaed,

(witht

THROTTLING
OF THE

RIVER ALLEN

How unheeded warnings and
dismissed evidence cut its
flow to a 9-inch drainpipe

BY WILLIAM HUMPHREYS

robbing Peser to pay Paul. Inthe longserm, gradual
of the chadh sovrom of the river would aocur, This view wist not accepted
by Wesiex Wiater, whose models and calowlations had prediced ths
thers woukd be an ample supply,

The fears of the Amsociation were agmin reinfoeced when it became
apparest that pumping from (Ae major new compentalion source a
Wyke Down, very ne y the source of the winter speing of the river
and nearly 2 miles above the resargence of (he summer speing, wis
having » marked effect on the breaking tiose sod volume ¢
that had for centurses mainiained the health of the Allen ia summer

la 1976 the Associazion pressed for a review of the licence to attempt
10 reduce sbatraction sl Scasbeidge, o a1 least 10 correlate the rue of
abstraction with
much detalled negotistion between
the Bournemouh Water Ce
Wessex Waser and the Assc
a new lioosce wan issued in
Ber 1977 whach, foe the flrst tiome,
st out minimum peescribed Nows

dethon

0 MOUICE

owem

at Loveriey Mill thaoughout the
vear. Thete suaumun
be muintained by pumping water
from the serious compensation
mogrces when reguired

The Association had obtained
indepoadent profesvionsl advics
throughout these dacussions and
everually accepesd the ierma of the
pew licence as being the best dead
that could be negotiated under the
circurmatances, but with the proviso
that a review of the whole situation
would be made after flve years
1972 the daly river-
flows recorded at All Hallows and
Loverley Ml (Y1 mile or so below
the Stanbridge pumping station)
were passed 10 the Associanon, and
a0 graphs showing the timiug and
amount of water pumped from four
COMPENSAION SOUrces

Throughout the late "Ms the river
continued in reasonsble order
Ranunculus and other Nora con-
timeed 1o Mourist and reconds kepe
by Wessex Waser chowed that, by
eand large, the mini e proscribed
flows set owt in the 1977 licence
were being maintained by the man
ipalation of the main compen
tion sources which camse into action st differing times sccoeding 1o
rinlall and Now conditions. Nevertheless the Association held 10 its
view that the gradusl sicady decline was continuing (especially
as rasural speings appeared 1o be breaking lster or eves drying up
ahogether), and was worried about the effect that Wyke Down pesp.
g w31 having ca L wmmer wpring complex, as evadenced by de
talied recoeds complled at the fish farm ot Brockingson

In 1982 the Bournemouth Water Cornpany proposed the coostruc
tionof a fifth borehole s Stanbridge MiMl for a further compensacion
source om Lhe basis that the Wyke Down source gave poor nett gains
uneil later summer and that 4 new source & Stanbridge would be more
effilent. The Association objected 1o the proposal and reminded the
Water Authority that a review of the Licesoe was doe. Thisreview, wiuch
was received by (he Associathon in April 1984, concluded that the
previows siz yoars of operation had not produced a further lowering
ofg water Jevels and indeed that augesentation of the river had
provided Ngher flows in same years than would have sateraily oc-
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project development phase, to ensure the river is protected for future generations by
creating thriving, interconnected habitats with a multitude of biodiversity and ecosystem
improvements. The aim is to do this through collaborative action with the community,

private companies, and key environmental stakeholders to create an exemplar site at a sub-

| catchment scale for conservation, wildlife, sustainability, and education.
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Why Landscape Recovery?

Unique opportunity at sub-catchment recovery at a genuine landscape scale
Environmentally rich and rare chalk landscape and historically important
Brings together landowners towards shared vision

Acts as'a bridge between New Forest, Cranborne Chase and Purbeck

Unlocks funding






Habitat Restoration and
Management

Habitats will be enhanced/restored/created/managed to provide a connected landscape along the
whole 21 km stretch of the river Allen. These are either Habitats of Principal Importance or Wildlife-

Rich Habitats:
Chalk Streams
Floodplain-Wetland Mosaics, Ponds & Lakes, and Wet Woodland
Species-rich Grassland — including Calcareous Grassland

Broadleaved, mixed and.Yew Woodland, Wood Pasture'and Scrub



Biodiversity

We aim to create a completely wild river, free from stocking, allowing the native brown trout and Atlantic
salmon populations to prosper, as well as looking at projects to restore populations of species such as the
white-clawed crayfish and European eel that have sadly been lost in recent times. We are keen to explore

ways of classifying the Allen as a Wild Fish Protection Zone (WFPZ).

The planned actions aim to deliver multi-functional land management combining ‘land sharing’ and ‘land
sparing’ approaches (i.e., integrating biodiversity actions within wildlife-friendly agricultural landscapes

vs. sustainable intensification), allowing greater land for natural habitats.



Protected Sites

ey

This project will revert marginal arable land into grassland around the SSSI unit, buffering it

more effectively from external pressures and creating more habitats for biodiversity.

Ackling Dyke, Bronze Age Darrow
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St Giles House

oma

River Allen

From St Giles Blue to
Wimborne White

St Giles Blue No.280
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Wimborne White No.239

. . . . , Illustration: Shamus Pitts




We Are Hiring!

* Project Manager
* Ecology Officer

* Project Administrator

Applications by 15/2/24

Email: riverallenlr@stgilesestate.com
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